Our History

Drawing out the potential of trees, looking to
the future with our sustainable business model
For nearly 330 years since the Sumitomo Forestry Group’s establishment, the business area has been expanded to
meet the needs of the times, and we have built the current global business structure. While keeping the corporate
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philosophy at the root and bringing out the possibilities of trees, we will respond to diversifying values and social
changes with an aim for sustainable growth.
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*The Large-Scale Reforestation Plan and the Beginnings of Sustainable Forestry

Origin of Sumitomo Forestry
The Sumitomo family opened the Besshi
Copper Mine in present-day Niihama,
Ehime Prefecture in 1691. The Sumitomo
Forestry Group’s origins can be traced
back to the management of the forest
surrounding the copper mine. Timber for
charcoal essential to copper smelting and
wood used for tunnel support posts were
sourced from the forest, as were building
materials for the homes of the workers.
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Mount Besshi devastated the impact of mining operations during the
Meiji era (Sumitomo Historical Archives Collection)

Mount Besshi today

In the late 19th century, the forests surrounding the Besshi Copper Mine were in danger of being devastated after a long period of
excessive logging and smoke pollution. The then manager of the mine, Teigo Iba, believed that “allowing this land to be degraded
while moving forward with business made possible by its fruits runs counter to the proper course of our relationship with nature. We
must return all the mountains of Besshi to their verdant state.” With this belief, he launched the Large-Scale Reforestation Plan in 1894
to restore the forests that had been lost. Through a process of trial and error, and by implementing large-scale planting efforts of a
maximum of more than two million trees per year, the mountains were eventually returned to a state of rich greenery.
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